Supraceliac aortic pseudoaneurysms after liver transplantation in infants.
Reconstruction of the hepatic artery in infants undergoing liver transplantation presents challenging vascular situations. Microvascular techniques ensure arterial blood flow via small caliber vessels but are insufficient when inflow is poor. In these situations, the use of allogeneic grafts to the supraceliac aorta have been advocated. The development of a pseudoaneurysm at the supraceliac aortic suture line requires urgent repair and restoration of arterial flow to the graft. Our study was based on case reports and review of the literature. Definitive diagnosis and successful repair of supraceliac pseudoaneurysm was accomplished in two infants after transplantation. We advocate a thoracoabdominal retroperitoneal approach, which provides safe control of the aorta and primary repair or patching of the diseased aortic segment, and also provides access for hepatic revascularization via placement of an infrarenal graft. Thrombosis of the artery and subsequent liver necrosis are indications for retransplantation.